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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. WOMACK). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
December 4, 2014. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable STEVE 
WOMACK to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Loving God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

In the waning days of this 113th Con-
gress, we ask Your blessing, oh Lord, 
upon the Members of this people’s 
House, and most especially upon the 
leadership. It is on their shoulders the 
most important negotiations of this 
Congress have been placed. 

They have been entrusted by their 
fellow Americans with the awesome 
privilege and responsibility of sus-
taining the great experiment of demo-
cratic self-government. Give them wis-
dom, grace, insight, and courage to 
forge legislation that allows us all to 
move forward toward an encouraging 
future. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. POE) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. POE of Texas led the Pledge of 
Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 5 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

PEARL HARBOR 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it 
was a bright Sunday morning in the is-
lands of Hawaii. America was at peace 
and unprepared for war. Soon the ris-
ing Sun was darkened by hundreds of 
Japanese planes as they strafed and 
bombed Pearl Harbor. The American 
battleships were sunk. Over 2,400 
United States military were killed. 
Most of the United States aircraft was 
destroyed while still sitting on the 
ground. It was December 7, 1941. 

But in the chaos and confusion and 
still in his pajamas, Army Air Corps 
Second Lieutenant Philip Rasmussen 
and three other fighter pilots took off 
into the blazing sky. They met 11 Japa-
nese planes head on. Rasmussen was 
flying an old outdated P–36 Hawk, and 
he shot down one Japanese plane while 
enemy fighters attacked him. They 
shot up his plane with over 500 bullet 
holes, but he was still able to continue 
the fight and eventually safely land. 
Rasmussen received the Silver Star for 

his defense of America that day and re-
mained in the Air Force. 

As we contemplate on Pearl Harbor 
and those that were killed, we should 
remember there were a few who gal-
lantly took to the air to fight those in-
vaders. From the beaches of Hawaii to 
the beaches of Normandy, those that 
died and those that survived were 
America’s Greatest Generation. We 
thank the good Lord that such Ameri-
cans ever lived. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

IMMIGRATION 

(Mr. GUTIÉRREZ asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, let 
me tell my colleagues about a mom I 
met on Tuesday. Maria Pena is from 
Colombia. She has three kids, started a 
small business, and has lived here for 
14 years, and her Congressman is the 
chairman of the Judiciary Committee, 
Mr. GOODLATTE. 

Maria’s youngest is a U.S. citizen. 
Her employees are citizens. Maria 
wants to work and live legally in the 
U.S. but has no way to do so. She told 
me, ‘‘Luis, I am too scared to leave the 
house unless I have to, so we drive to 
school, we drive to church, and we 
drive to the grocery store, and that is 
it.’’ Maria knows anything else is too 
risky because any contact with the po-
lice could mean she gets deported and 
her family is split up. 

So, today, I give thanks that Maria 
and her family in just a few months 
will sign up for that same peace of 
mind my family has because she will be 
eligible for deferred action for parents 
of U.S. citizens, and I will think of 
Maria and her children no matter how 
many times the Republican majority 
makes me vote on bills to attack the 
President’s actions that he is taking 
because they will prevent American 
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